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giving kids hope and a second chance

~—— As a teacher, one of the greatest chal-
" lenges is getting a student to believe in
;1— themselves. For students who have en-
Wi dured a lifetime of failure, low report cards
. and minimal support; this journey to confi-
- dence is challenging and usually long.
Sometimes, however, breakthroughs
happen suddenly. This week at McAdams
a student began to believe he can do any-
thing, even going so far as to declare
“After that, | believe | can fly". When |
started working with Anthony (*name
changed for privacy) on his Algebra class,
he expected to fail. His confidence was so
low,it took me several weeks to convince
him to even start his first lesson. When we
did begin the going was slow and filled
with many pep talks as Anthony needed
repeated encouragement to keep going.
Our first lesson took time but when it fin-
ished with a quiz score of 100% Anthony
beamed. After his second scoreof 100%,
. he shared with me privately (so no peers
—= would call him a nerd) “Math is my favorite
== class now". Once a student who previous-
ly refused to try math, he began choosing
to do Algebra instead of his other classes.
~ Still his confidence was shaky. As we
moved forward, | took pictures of his
scores and videos of him working so that
each time he got frustrated | could remind
him of his potential. Within two weeks, he
had completed one of the hardest chap-
ters of Algebra with a test score of 90%.
Halfway through the next chapter, |
~ missed over a week of school due to a
| scheduled vacation and family illness.
When | returned, Anthony was gone. He
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only had six days left before his expulsion
ended and he didn’t believe he could
finish Algebra in that time, so he had
chosen to remain home. Believing there
was still a chance we urged him to come
back and try. When he returned this
Monday, he had three days left to com-
plete the remaining 60% of class which
would typically be covered over the
course of more than two months in a
public school. At the end of Monday, 35%
remained. He had finished a month of Al-
gebra in one day! With an hour left on
Tuesday all that remained was his se-
mester final. He had finished two months
of Math in less than two days and his ex-
citement and confidence had grown tre-
mendously. The next hour was one of the
moments as a teacher that | have been
most proud of a student. The understand-
ing, focus and effort he displayed while
taking his final was amazing. The only
mistakes he made involved switching
negatives. In a month, he had gone from
refusing to try math to finishing class with
a B. What followed was immense display
of pride and joy. In the conversations that
followed, Anthony shared a hope for his
future that I had not witnessed before. For
the first time he believed he could gradu-
ate and overcome the limited expecta-
tions for what his life could be. For most
people, math is a torture device designed
to steal the joy from school aged children;
but for one student this week at McAd-

ams, it was the key that opened the door
to hope and possibilities.
- Silas Pederson

| want to thank each and every person who helped make our 2020 Golf Classic such

a great event! Our volunteers and staff went above and beyond, and their hard work

was evident throughout the day.
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AN IDEAL MADAMS LOCKER:
Lighter - the life they are fighting against

“WE HEAR YOU AND LOVE YOU!”
One of my students came to school one day really upset and mad, to
the point of wanting to fight. So I asked him what happened. He told
me another kid stayed at his placement for respite and found his gold
playing cards in his room and set them on fire. As I was talking with
him I found out that his grandma had given them to him and they had
a lot of sentimental value. Later, I looked online to see about buying
another deck to replace the cards that were destroyed. After talking
with the office, we all agreed to replace the cards. When the cards
came, I took him to another room and handed him the package. He
asked me, "What is this?" I said, “Open it. It’s for you.” As he opened the
package he saw the gold box of playing cards and tears started to form
in his eyes. I told him "I know the cards were a special gift from your
grandma. I know they are not the exact ones she gave you, but we
wanted to make it right and let you know that we do hear you and love
you!" He gave me a hug and then we went back to the room.

- Tim Hester

Sarsaparilla - from a community
field trip showing them a

.
different way of life ]

Bible - the new way of life a
student accepted today

Our programs help expelled youths and children in the foster care system from falling behind academically and address
behavioral problems that often ruin their ability to complete their education. Every day we have opportunities to make
life-changing interactions with our students. You can help us invest in their lives in the following ways:

&

/ Donate
Please pray for individual students Online: https:/fictcbar.com -or-
in the program, their families, staff, https://mcadamsacademy.org
and material needs for the ministry. Mail a Check payable to CBAR or
We also now haYe a prayer miniStry! McAdams Academy (address far right)
If you would like to receive our Dillons.com: Log into your rewards
e-mailed prayer list, please contact account, click the “Community Rewards”
us by enal {565 it ggh tab, and search MCADAMS ACADEMY or
Volunteer LS056.
Tutoring, Mentoring, Cooking, Games,  smile.Amazon.com: log into your account,
whatever you enjoy doing we have a and search Center for Behavioral
place for you! Please give us a call or and Academic Research. A percentage
come visit us and see where you can of your eligible purchases will be
help! donated.

@ 316.239.6472

@ cknowles@ictcbar.com
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